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Day of Healing | Nationwide Bell Ringing Ceremony
By: Ann Chinn

Fall Edition - October 2019

On August 25, 2019, the nation marks 400 years since the arrival at Point Comfort along the James River in Virginia of 20 and odd” captive
Africans whose forced labor helped establish the first permanent English colony in North America. From their landing at Point Comfort, several were transported to Historic Jamestowne. To commemorate African ancestors and their descendants who have had a large share in building
what became the United States, bells will ring across the nation.
This country’s history of the arrival of captive Africans and their
contributions is shared with 51 other documented Middle Passage locations from New Hampshire to Texas and was, beginning in the early
1500s, the foundation of settling early European-controlled communities along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. Forty-two of these locations,
including Point Comfort, recently received the international designation of a “Site of Memory” associated with the UNESCO Slave Route
Project. Significantly, bells will ring simultaneously at other Middle
Passage locations. In Africatown, Alabama where the last African
captives to arrive in the United States (1860) established their own
community after the Civil War and emancipation, their descendants
will acknowledge this common history.

in the history of the nation.

The August 25th “Day of Healing” will be marked by bell ringing at
3:00 pm EST at Fort Monroe National Monument, Old Point Comfort,
to represent each century of African presence in the U.S. since 1619.
Bells have great symbolic meaning to many societies. The national
bell ringing celebrates the value, persistence, strength, and courage of
these ancestors and will enable all Americans to participate in this historic moment in the spirit of peace, freedom, and unity wherever they
are and to share stories about the role Africans and their descendants

“This is a special moment in American history,” said National Park Service Superintendent Terry E. Brown of Fort Monroe. “Let’s unite as one on this day and show our
appreciation for 400 years of African American history. We must embrace the West
African concept of Sankofa, which teaches us that we must go back to our roots in
order to move forward.”
Community leaders and officials from local, state, and federal governments will attend.
A ribbon-cutting for the new visitor and education center park at Point Comfort takes
place on Saturday, August 24, with the “Healing Day” ceremony to follow on Sunday,
when Dr. Michael Eric Dyson will be the guest speaker. The occasion will be marked
with a libation, music, and drumming.
The landing of enslaved Africans at Point Comfort and the various Middle Passage
locations was a link in a chain of profound events that shaped the United States, yet this
history is not widely known or appreciated. Commemorating that history honors the
lives of these African people and their descendants, acknowledges their sacrifices, determination, and contributions, and encourages a re-shaping of the history with a more
honest and inclusive telling of the story that will continue to unfold and inform.
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Africatown Partners with Dearborn YMCA, Diving with a Purpose and the
National Association of Black Divers
Dearborn YMCA Marlins Swim Team provides training and
competitive opportunities for swimmers of all ages to reach
their individual and team goals. We are dependent on committed
swimmers, family participation, booster club, and well-qualified
coaching/instruction staff. The Marlins provide a safe and
enjoyable environment to build sportsmanship, character, skills,
friendships, and healthy productive lifestyle through the sport
of swimming. Our swim team’s vision believes through skilled
development, mastery, and achieving physical fitness, our swimmers learn sportsmanship, discipline, and commitment. Through
this vision the Marlins Swim Team has continued to grow over the last three years since joining Dearborn YMCA. The Marlins
are now a member of the Mobile County Aquatic League (MCAL), and ten swimmers are USA registered swimmers. The team
has traveled to Raleigh, NC and competed in the 17th Annual National Black Heritage Swim Championships. Under the direction
of Mr. Anderson Flen, the CEO of Dearborn YMCA, Mrs. Colett Huff, and the Aquatics Director/Head Swim Coach, Derrick
Tinsley, a partnership was formed with Diving with a Purpose and the National Association of Black Divers.
Through this partnership youth out of the Plateau community will receive
swimming instruction that will prepare them for basic scuba diving instruction. Our
partnership is based on the understanding that the African-American community and
minorities in general have a higher drowning rate as any other race in the nation.
The Marlins Swim Program was initially developed in 2012 to drown-proof the
African-American community. Out of that initial development, the Marlins Swim
Team was born in 2014 and partnered with Dearborn YMCA in 2016. Through
this development, a partnership to provide scuba training and swim instruction to
African-American youth who now will have the opportunity to lean swimming
skills, become life-guards, competitive swimmers, college swim teams, Navy/Coast
Guard candidates, and professional scuba divers was formed. Coach Tinsley says
he is, “very excited to be a part of this partnership, and swim team/program and
coaches/parents are all very excited as well. We had our first experience with scuba
training by Diving with a Purpose August 17, 2019, and the kids loved it. We can’t
wait until they return in October. We will have 30/40 youths ready for pre-diving
training, that’s our goal.”

Mr. Derrick Tinsley

Thank you to the National Black Scuba Divers Association and Diving with a Purpose for partnering with the Africatown community and the Dearborn YMCA to help increase the number of African American swimmers and scuba divers. A special thanks to
Senator Vivian Davis Figures for sponsoring this program.

Mr. Courtland Butts
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Ms. Jimmie Mack
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Mr. Kamau Sadiki

Mr. Jay Haigler

What Whitley School Was to The Hope Family? Everything!!
Whitley Annual Event – Remembering Isaiah Whitley
August 16, 2019
By: James Hope
Education – Formal education for children in the Africatown community began at Whitley. A few students, however, were able to get a head
start at Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Church. I started at age 6 in the first grade and went through grade 5. My class was the first class that
entered grade 6 at the high school, probably because of class size. The class of ’65 was the largest graduating class in school history.
Training – For my brothers and me, Whitley provided us with our first job. My father, Rev. Hope was the janitor of the school. When my
father and mother came to Mobile from Marengo County, they opened a grocery store, and later, my father went to work at International Paper
Co. He left IP and there were 2 versions of why: one was that he was called into the ministry and didn’t want to work Sundays. The other
version, according to brother Julius, was that Rev. Hope left IP because he was beaten up trying to get workers to start a union. My version of
why he left IP for Whitley was because he had an inhouse supply of workers, the school was skip across the street from the home house and he
would be working in a school full of beautiful and classy women. Never mind he had a beautiful, classy lady at home.
At any rate, cleaning Whitley School gave me a work foundation that carried me through life. My brothers and I were assigned rooms that had
to be cleaned every day. If we were involved in sports are other school activities after school, the rooms had to be cleaned the next morning
along with opening the windows or turning on the heaters depending on the season. Whenever we had large jobs like mopping the floors of an
entire building, we would engage neighbor kids. Brother Alvin had a group of core friends like Willie Powe and John Bacot who would always
help.
The things I learned cleaning Whitley, like being responsible, taking ownership, being a team player, being dependable (work ethic) carried me
through my college, military and my employment years with ATT.
Pride – Whitley was a source of pride for all of us who attended it. Except
for our church, Whitley was the institution we loved and cherished, and
it was ours. I was especially proud because my father had keys to all the
buildings, and no one could get in unless my father let them. I remember
growing up as a happy kid with a school campus that had 2 big white
classroom buildings, a cafeteria/auditorium, a pump house with a large water
tank inside where maintenance equipment was kept. My father would spend
time there between tasks reading his bible and humming a song. Yes, I
remember outdoor toilets which were no different than home except you had
tissue instead of newspaper or a catalog. A structure was later built for an
indoor facility which became the backstop for our speeding rubber ball game.
Role Models - Attending Whitley provided students with outstanding role
models, didn’t matter that they were all women. Except for Rev. Hope, there
was not a man in the whole school. Little did we know that we had the best
and brightest in all Mobile, not to mention that they cared about us, had nice
cars and they all were pretty. We didn’t realize until later in life how blessed
we were to have teachers and administrators who, today, could have been
doctors, lawyers, astronauts, scientists and leading persons in their field.
Community Engagement - Whitley faculty were not only role models at school, but they were also engaged and set good examples in the
community. Many of the teachers were involved in civic and social activities and were regular worshipers at local churches. At Yorktown, it
was common to see Mrs. Billingsley, Mrs. Georgia Taylor and Mrs. Genevieve Hubbard at church service.
Another role model was Rev. Hope who was Whitley’s PTA president, MCTS PTA president and later became Mobile County Wide PTA
President. He was involved in civic matters, becoming president of the Non-Partisan Voters League after John LeFlore. Rev. Hope was a
plaintiff in the supreme court case, Bolton versus the City of Mobile that challenged Mobile’s County Commission form of government as
being unconstitutional. That case was the impetus for change to Mobile’s current Mayor- Council form of government.
Caring for Others – Whitley was a caring school with teachers going out of their way to help students in need. I was one of those students
who received help. Mrs. Cathleen Bright had a son, Edward, who was the same age as me. Edward would wear his clothes for a while and
then I would wear them. Mrs. Bright would also take me home with her during Mardi Gras. I loved it because she had indoor plumbing and all
the rooms in her house were warm besides the kitchen. My other siblings benefited from the generosity of the teachers as well.
Page 3

Social Awareness and Involvement- Whitley provided opportunities to mature socially and to get involved in activities that would ha a lasting
impact on our lives. I remember, as a 5th grader, going to a semi-formal dance with a girl. I remember the disciplines of Saturday morning
scout meetings. There was kite day and winning a prize with the ugliest kite, there was music hour in the cafeteria learning new songs like
“Jesus loves the little children of the world”. I remember May Day with all its pageantry, beauty and fun. I remember my mother staying
up all night before May day making chicken suits and other costumes and me helping her replace the bobbin, thread needles and serve as a
mannequin.
I also remember used books shipped to Whitley from schools across town that my father helped distribute. And I remember shipments of used
desks that my brothers and I cleaned before moving them to the classroom.
Campus for Play - With all the things I enjoyed about Whitley, the one thing I loved most was having an expansive playground across the
street from our house. There was lots of green grass for all kinds of play and games. Early on, there was an assortment of trees: pecan, black
walnut, cedar, fig, plum, black berry bushes and honey suckle vines. There were also china berry trees. The green china berries provided
ammunition for our pop guns and when the berries turned yellow, provided food for birds, especially cedar waxwings.
Perks – Even though the work was hard, and the pay wasn’t much, being a janitor at Whitley did have its perks. Equipped with only a 3rd
grade education, being in a school environment helped my father continue his education. From a weekly current events newsletter that I would
pick up after cleaning a room, there was a crossword puzzle that I enjoy working and still do them to this day. There were the leftovers from
the school day cafeteria meal that my father got to bring home.
After school closed for the Xmas holidays, we got to bring home the school’s Xmas tree. Sister Ann would perk up the tree with a coat of
white shoe polish, and we would get another 2-3 weeks out of that tree. After nightly storms, my father would have us up early the next
morning picking up pecans and bringing home firewood.
Relationships for Life – There is something special and unique about friendships that are started in childhood. Whitely afforded me the
opportunity build relationship that have stood the test of time. The teachers also had a special bond amongst each other. The teachers
continued to meet many years after the school closed. Rev. Hope was a regular attendee of those gatherings.
“Who gets remembered depends on who’s in the room doing the remembering”.

Local Community Sports Partnership
By: Director of Communications from the National Sports Academy
The United States Sports Academy was recognized for its rich history of partnership with the Mobile County Training School (MCTS) at the
Legacy Luncheon at the Robert Hope Community Center in Plateau, Ala.
Academy President Dr. T.J. Rosandich and Chair of Sports Management
Dr. Brandon Spradley accepted Isaiah J. Whitley MCTS Legacy of Excellence awards from MCTS Alumni Association President Anderson Flen.
The award is named in recognition of the former MCTS principal Isaiah
J. Whitley, whose efforts led to the school’s ability to secure monetary aid
from the state of Alabama. Whitley served as the principal there from 1910
until his death in 1923.
The Academy has a history of partnership and engagement with MCTS.
Former MCTS Alumni Association president the late William Clark served
on the Academy’s Board of Trustees between 2012 and 2015. Clark served
26 years in the Alabama House of Representatives and is a member of the
Mobile Sports Hall of Fame for his accomplishments as a basketball coach.
The Academy also partnered with the MCTS Alumni Association to record
and archive oral history interviews with former MCTS athletes and coaches from the period of American racial segregation.
“This award is particularly meaningful to the Academy because of it’s local roots,” said Rosandich. “We all found the oral histories to be
fascinating as they are a tribute to the persistence of the MCTS student-athletes in their pursuit of sporting excellence and the resiliency of the
human spirit in overcoming adversity”.
The video project, led by Spradley, also recorded documents and other artifacts of historical significance to MCTS and its sports community
history. The video project can be found on the Academy’s online library website and on Alabama Mosaic, a repository of digital materials on
the state of Alabama’s history, culture, places, and people.
Spradley is a Mobile native and the son of MCTS 1967 graduate Theodore Spradley III. “It was certainly an honor and privilege to receive
the Isaiah J. Whitley Legacy of Excellence Award,” Spradley said. “My father, Theodore Spradley III, graduated from Mobile County Training
School in 1967, so this award means a lot to me. The event was truly first-class and I thoroughly enjoyed representing the Academy, along with
Dr. T.J. Rosandich.”
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First Isaiah J. Whitley MCTS Legacy Awards
By: Sherrie Walker
It was an absolute honor to have been selected by MCTS to be presented with the FIRST
Isaiah J. Whitley MCTS Legacy Awards. The award read the following on one side.
Isaiah J. Whitley
MCTS Legacy of
Excellence
2019
Sherrie Walker
On the other side, it read:
The Five Wells of Life
Well Dressed
Well Traveled
Well Spoken
Well Read
Well Balanced
In addition, Dr. Brandon Spradley, Keisha Flen, Dr. Kern Michael Jackson and Sylvester Jones II received this great honor. Mississippi State
University, School of Landscape Architecture; The NAACP Mobile Alabama Branch; Oberlin College; National Park Service; and The United
States Sports Academy were recognized due to their invaluable support to the Africatown Community.
I learned so much about Isaiah J. Whitley who had a vision and brought it to life against all odds. And then from current and former staff,
faculty members, and former students who made and/or continuing his legacy. I even learned more about my family history from my uncle,
James Hope, who was one of the speakers.
In addition, I was so proud to participate in an awesome activity that was in a facility that is named after my grandfather, Robert Hope, who
worked on those grounds, and lived right across the street. He, with the help of others, did so much for that community and the City of Mobile
until he died at the age of 90.
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AfricaTown BlueWay Connections
By: By: Liz Smith-Incer, Field Office Director serving Mississippi, Alabama & Puerto Rico
The National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance Program continues to support MCTSAA in developing the Africatown
Connections Blueway. In addition to planning on the ground development for each proposed point of interest for the blueway, we are coming
close to finalizing our working base map for the project, which includes 14 proposed points of interest so far. In May, the City of Prichard
hosted the planning team and we enjoyed meeting the Delegation from Benin and hearing about the exciting future of Africatown USA State
Park.
At a planning team meeting on July 19, we talked through each point of interest and shared ideas about how to begin our on-the-ground work
for the points. This summer we explored how points of interest within the City of Chickasaw that include Chickasaw Historical Docks, Off the
Hook Marina and Grill, William Brooks Park and the Ron Jones Paddle Trail will connect to the Blueway.
I personally enjoyed the honor of being a part of the Clotilda Discovery Celebration on May 30 and the planning for the Day of Healing on
August 25. The National Park Service will continue to assist communities find ways to nourish themselves through nature and the natural
world.

Remembering and Embracing Our History
By: Bro. Raoul Richardson

MARY N. ELLIOTT Curator of American Slavery at the NMAAHC
“It was an honor to engage with the residents of Africatown, many of whom are descendants of the captive Africans who were forced onto the
Clotilda and into enslavement. While we can find artifacts and archival records, the human connection to the history helps us engage with this
American story in a compelling way. The legacies of slavery are still apparent in the community. But the spirit of resistance among the African
men, women and children who arrived on the Clotilda lives on in the descendant community.”
Grace and Peace unto you all, I pray for continued Peace and blessings as we assemble this day in respect and honor to all in attendance, this
very fine and important day. My dear friend brother and colleague Dr. M.A. Baaheth, in acknowledgement to his great great grandmother
matriarch Sarah Foster has often reminded me of a quote from Mama Foster;
“Life is a journey whose outcome is uncertain”.
We assemble this day in observation respect and honor for the many souls who have across eons and miles, have made this journey together.
We recognize the ancestral genesis which compels us to gather here today. With great humility and somber reflection I stand before you to
speak of what compels us across time and space to embrace our collective selves in an assembly declaring our righteous place in the universe.
My thoughts were to assemble a compilation of the many names and families represented
in this Historic Africatown Community. Rather than failing by virtue of omission, I
approach this momentous intersectionality of time and space with certain intentionality. I
submit to the Devine Revelation which causes us all to recognize the many achievements
of this great community across a broad and diverse landscape of our experiences across the
great divide between Mother Africa and these United States.
There are amongst us;
Architects, Athletes and Actors, Business People, Brokers and Barbers, Carpenters
and Chefs, Doctors, Dentists and Dancers, Educators, Engineers and Electricians,
Factory Personnel, Mothers and Fathers, Groundskeepers, Gardeners, and Government
Professionals, Healthcare Providers, Home Builders and Historians, Judges, Janitors and
Jewelers, etc....
Recognition of place compels me to acknowledge where for many here today the journey
begins;
Western Africa as the 16 countries of Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, The Gambia, Ghana
, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Coast, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, the Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra
Leoneand Tristan da Ivory Cunha. The population of West Africa is estimated at about 362
million
The Kingdom of Dahomey (/dəˈhoʊmi/) was an African kingdom (located within the area of
the present-day country of Benin) that existed from about 1600 until 1894, For much of the
18th and 19th centuries, the Kingdom of Dahomey was a key regional state. The Kingdom of
Dahomey was an important regional power that had an organized domestic economy built on
conquest, a centralized administration, taxation systems, and an organized military. Notable in
the kingdom were significant artwork, an all-female military unit called the Dahomey Amazons.
The Yorùbá people (name spelled also: Ioruba or Joruba; Yoruba: Ìran Yorùbá) are an
African ethnic group that inhabits western Africa. The Yoruba constitute about 94 million people
in total.
The Fon people, also called Fon nu, Agadja or Dahomey, are a major African ethnic and
linguistic group. They are the largest ethnic group in Benin found particularly in its south region;
they are also found in southwest Nigeria and Togo. The history of the Fon people is linked to
the Dahomey kingdom,
Redoshi (c. 1848 – 1937) was a West African woman taken to the U.S. state of Alabama as a girl in 1860. As of 2019, she is considered to have
been the last surviving victim of the transatlantic slave trade, where her owner renamed her Sally Smith.
Cudjoe Kazoola Lewis (c. 1841 – July 17, 1935), born Oluale Kossola, and also known as Cudjo Lewis, was the second to last known
survivor of the Atlantic slave trade between Africa and the United States. Together with 115 other African captives, he was brought illegally to
the United States on board the ship Clotilda in 1860. Accounts also refer to Charlie Poteet as a chief. Their medicine man was named Jabez, or
Jaba. Charles Lewis (Oluale was his Yoruba name) and his future wife Maggie were also among the Africans on the Clotilda.
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Ahmir Khalib Thompson (born January 20, 1971), known professionally as Questlove (stylized as ?uestlove)
We are blessed to be descendants and recipients of a rich oral tradition which has preserved our story to more accurately be reflected in the
retelling of our history. I pay homage to the many story tellers amongst us such as early 20th-century writers Emma Langdon Roche and Zora
Neale Hurston, and Dr. Natalie S. Robertson, among others, who both relied on his accounts (Cudjoe Lewis) for the history of the capture,
voyage and community.
Cudjo Lewis’s son Joe (Joseph) learned to read and write at the church which the settlers founded in Africatown. He helped preserve the story
of his father and the Clotilda, as did the families and later community schools, through oral histories. The women raised and sold crops, and
the men worked in mills for $1 a day. They established the African Church, later known as the Old Landmark Church. In 1876 they opened the
Old Plateau Cemetery, also known as the Africatown Graveyard. In the early 20th century, they replaced the old church with the brick Union
Missionary Baptist Church, which is still in use. As well as other houses of worship such as Yorktown Missionary Baptist Church.
The community started its first public school in 1880; it is known as the Mobile County Technical School.

VIGOR HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF “71”
By: Lawrence Edward Dennis
This is an excerpt from a speech I delivered in December, 2016 at the 45th High School Class Reunion for the Vigor High School Class of “71”:
THE COURT ORDERED DESEGREGATING CLASS!!
Since we were the class that totally integrated Vigor High School, I can’t help but wonder if the students currently attending Vigor have any
idea what we had to endure as most of us made the transition from MCTS to Vigor. Even if they do, they probably have never heard those
things coming from us. With that in mind, I wonder if it would be feasible to inquire with the current school administration to have a few
members of our class speak with some of their students (student leaders, a specific class, etc) during the school day and share some of our first
hand experiences with those students. I’m also sure the Mobile Press Register should have in their archives a few articles from those turbulent
times we shared during the first few months of the 1970-1971 school year. Obviously I believe we have a story to tell and we also hold a place
in the history of Vigor High School that, in my humble opinion, needs to be documented.
I entered Vigor in the Fall of 1970 as a 15 year old senior (I didn’t turn 16 until February of “71”). We were assigned homerooms in alpha
order by our last name. For some reason my name was inverted (instead of Lawrence Dennis, I was listed as Dennis Lawrence). When
I inquired about a correction being made I was referred to Ms. Goff in the Guidance Office. I recall a student aide in the guidance office
mentioning to Ms. Goff my concern and I heard her reply “we’re not making any changes, he needs to go back to class”. As a new student in
a new school, I thought it disrespectful this lady never took the time to at least come out and see who I was. I guess to her it really didn’t matter.
As a recently retired Regional Superintendent who has project managed school mergers and
consolidations, I can’t help but reflect upon the one sided approach taken by the school district back
then that gave us, the students from MCTS, virtually no voice in the transition. We entered a foreign
environment where virtually everything had already been decided. That included:
Class Officers
Key Club Members (we didn’t even know what the Key Club was)
Leaders in the band, chorus, and other organizations
Elective Offerings (I was placed in Psychology – never asked my preference)
This list goes on and on….my point being I would like to see us take advantage of this opportunity to tell
our own story. Other than a brief visit to the band room during the first semester of my freshman year
at FAMU, I haven’t stepped foot in Vigor High School in almost 50 years. I think the current student
body needs to see what Perseverance, Determination, and Favor looks like, particularly now since the
faces of students and staff have tanned significantly since our senior year. Collectively we have all those
attributes and that is what has sustained and driven us throughout these years.
Though we had a handful of classmates who had previously attended Blount, Tolminville, and other high schools prior to Vigor, the vast
majority of us entered Vigor as rising seniors from MCTS. Due to the exclusive culture that exist at Vigor, a culture that appeared to be
endorsed by the administration, many of my classmates who were excellent musicians, athletes, vocalist, etc decided to virtually “sit out” that
senior year to avoid the hassle. Others, due to their activism and expression of their first amendment rights were either disproportionately
suspended and in some cases outright expelled and given the option of attending “Night School”
With all that being said and our class now on the cusp of celebrating 50 years, I pause to celebrate the memory of fallen classmates with the
knowledge that list will probably be extended before 2021. I also pause to reflect upon the personal challenges and the strength gained from
overcoming those challenges in my life’s journey. Last, but certainly not least, I pause to say, though I am a proud and very proud graduate of
Vigor High School, I am a proud and very proud product of MOBILE COUNTY TRAINING SCHOOL and that, for me, will never change!!
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William “Bill” Clark an Untold Story
By: Ronnie Perine
A few short years ago, the MCTS family and the City of Mobile lost one of their most prominent citizens. A former State Representative,
an Educator, a Coach, a Community Leader, and a Visionary, Mr. William Bill Clark. Mr. Clark left an impressive legacy across a myriad
of community organizations and places. He was truly an exemplary model of a servant leader that demonstrated perseverance, dedication,
integrity and service to all mankind. I am one of the beneficiaries of having worked closely with him to experience his generosity, commitment,
and service first hand.
It gives me great pleasure to tell first hand a small piece of this great man’s story. It is a part of this man’s story that must be known by all. It is
the story regarding his involvement in helping to expand and bring greater needed attention to the Africatown Community Garden, also know
as the garden on Jake’s Land.
Some years ago, MCTS Middle School received a federal grant for an after-school student enrichment program. This program was designed
to strengthen academic skills, and embrace provisions for cardiovascular activities, culinary arts, haircare/personal grooming, and horticulture.
At the suggestion of Anderson Flen, current MCTS Alumni president, I became actively involved in the horticultural component. A plot of
land adjacent to the school, donated by the Penn family, had already been prepared and was ready for cultivation. Soon students were given the
opportunity to enhance their life skills through planting, caring, and harvesting their own crops. Many thanks to alumni members Charles Hope,
Larry Shears, and Cleon Jones who were instrumental in making this project successful.
Bill Clark soon came on board and offered his assistance in whatever capacity needed. Although some equipment and supplies had been
purchased, there were additional supplies needed. Bill Clark and I went to purchase a list of supplies. Bill used his own money to buy seeds,
fertilizer, plants, and other soil enhancers. Additionally, he contacted high school horticultural programs and was able to get many plants
donated. The garden project was a success and other Middle Schools used our model to construct their own gardens. The common denominator
to making this happen was Bill Clark.
Meanwhile, a five acres plot of land owned by Alabama Power Company located on
Jake’s Lane had been used by a handful of community farmers. This portion of the
five-areas had been used by many community farmers for more than fifty years or
longer. They grew a variety of crops including fruits, vegetables and other products.
However, the majority of the land acreage was unused. A survey revealed that there
were residents in the area seeking to plant gardens but did not have the equipment
and supplies. Bill Clark was in constant contact with Alabama Power executives and
soliciting their okay to allow the entire Jake’s lane land to be used for farming. They,
the Alabama Power Executives, having been convinced by Bill Clark’s relentless
pursuit, donated the entire land to the community for farming. However, that endeavor
would come with great expense. The unused land had to be cleared. Tillers, cultivators,
tractors, hoes, shovels, etc., were in high demand. Money was needed. Enter Bill Clark.
Bill Clark contacted Donna Mitchell, expert grant writer and assistant to former
mayor Sam Jones. Donna worked diligently on a proposal to the City of Mobile. Ms. Mitchell’s proposal was rejected by new Mayor Sandy
Stimpson. Bill Clark was not deterred by that temporary obstacle. Bill contacted his old congressional friend John McMillian, Commissioner of
Agriculture for the State of Alabama. After a visit to the Jake’s lane site, Commissioner McMillian approved the grant and needed funds were
appropriated.
Within months Jake’s Lane was the center of agricultural progress. The doors of opportunity had been opened and an entire community
celebrated. Many thanks to the Sheriff’s department for supplying the man power to clear the land. Michael Mitchell, son of Donna Mitchell,
assisted in promotional advertisement. A John Deere tractor, with attachments, was purchased. The City of Mobile provided irrigation for the
Jake’s Lane site. MCTS Alumnus, Omar Smith photographed and posted the before and after pictures of progress made with the property.
Cleon Jones assembled a work force that began a massive community cleanup project. Currently, plans are in place for a Farmers’ Market to be
located in Africatown.
As you can see, Bill Clark was the catalyst to the success of the community’s garden project. Never braggadocious or self-centered, Bill Clark
quietly got things done. Often times, he would ride up as I was working in the fields, with a big grin and coke. He would say, “need anything
Ronnie?” And all was good.

Buy A Brick

The Whippet Courtyard was the vision of Bill Clark.
We invite you to purchase a brick to personalize for yourself, a family member, classmate or
teacher to add to the Whippet Courtyard.
Visit www.mctswhippets.org and download a brick application to purchase your brick today!
Special Recogniation to: George Jackson- bricklaying visionary design and work and Cleophas Armstead,
Alphonse Fairley, Ike Jones, and Curtis Malone for day to day courtyard leadership. Page 9

Bowling Hall of Fame Inductee
Doris Allen Lee was inducted into the Alabama USBC State Bowling Hall of Fame on July
28, 2018 in Guntersville, Alabama; in recognition of dedicated service and achievement in the
Sport of bowling.
She has bowled for fifty-three (53) consecutive years. Doris has participated in forty Alabama
Women’s Championship Tournaments and seventeen (17) State Senior Tournaments. She represented Alabama in Reno, NV during the 2013 and 2016 USBC Women’s Senior Championship
Tournaments, both in the 75+ Age Group. She tied for 17th place out of 30th participants in
2013 and won 4th place out of 25 participants in 2016.
Doris was elected to the Alabama Women’s Bowling Association’s Board of Directors and
served a three-year term prior to the merger. During her tenure, she served as chairman/member
of six (6) different committees. She has attended thirty-five (35) annual meetings as a delegate
or alternate. She has served as chairman/member of several committees during the meetings.
She has served on the Board of Directors of the Mobile
USBC Women’s Bowling Association for 39 years and as
Sgt-At-Arms for three (3) years. Doris has served as chairman or member on every committee
during her tenure on the Board of Directors. She served as a certified YABA coach of the Bantam
age group for ten (10) years. She was inducted into Mobile’s Women’s Bowling Hall of Fame in
1995 for Meritorious Service to the sport. Doris currently bowls in two (2) leagues during the
winter seasons, just as she has for over forty years.
Doris was a graduate of Mobile County Training School in the Class of 1953.

For the Love of the game
West Alabama Softball Hall of Fame enshrines new class
George Sylvester was inducted into the West Alabama Softball Hall of Fame on Friday, June 21,
2019. George was inducted into the Hall of Fame as a coach. He and his friend and coworker Ernest
Washington were both inducted and had met at work at Partlow in the 1970’s and soon after they began
coaching together with Alberta Seafood and MOVE and later Heatwave.
“Partlow had a team in a league, “Washington said,” and me and another guy were halfway doing the
coaching. George had a baseball background when he started working there, and we just thought that
was a fit. He came with all the knowledge.
‘We were sort of like “good cop, bad cop, George is particular about doing it right. It helped level it off.
It worked out well. The girls soon realized it was all about reaching a goal.”
If the truth be told, George Sylvester was raised in a community where playing ball was like breathing
air. It was in his blood and he studied the game by playing with some of the best coaches and players
in the country. George was a member and co-starting pitcher on the 1968 undefeated Mobile County
Training School baseball team. He reached starting pitcher status at Stillman College. He was selected
Student Athlete of the Year his senior year.
The game of baseball is a head
game. It is a game in which
the best players understand strategy, discipline and goal setting. It is a
mind game where being the best athlete would put your team in second
place, if you become the lone ranger. George, better than anyone,
understood that the best players were teachable by the coaches and other
seasoned players. Players like his pitching partner, Edward “Moon’
Allen at MCTS high school. Yes, George played under some of the
greatest coaches in the world. Coaches who themselves had coached
players like Tommie Agree and Cleon Jones with the 1969 New York
Mets champions. And those coaches played ball with greats like Willie
McCovey, Hank Aaron and Billy Williams and his brothers and others.
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Congratulations to my friend, Class of 1968 graduate, teammate and winning coach on this exciting achievement.

Mobile County Training School
Alumni Association Awards Nine Scholarships

The Mobile County Training School National Alumni Association awarded nine scholarships to graduating high school students 2019. The
nine recipients are Jordan Harris, Taylor Forrest, June Hollins, Ta’Keria Carter, Joseph Wells, Jamya Pinkney, Micah King, Shalyn Harris, and
Jordan McClinton.
Jordan Harris is a graduate of Baker High School (Mobile, Alabama). She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rayford and Eletha Harris.
Jordan will attend The University of Alabama –Tuscaloosa where she will pursue a degree in Pre-Medicine.
Taylor Forrest is a graduate of Loyola College Prep High School in Shreveport, Louisiana. He is the son of Mr. Gerald Dr. Joyce
Feaggin-Forrest. Taylor plans to attend Hendrix College in Conway, Arkansas where he will pursue a degree in Pre-Medicine.
June Hollins is a graduate of Saraland High School. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John and Jacinda Hollins. June will attend
Benedict College ty (Columbia, South Carolina ) where she will pursue a degree in Nursing.
Ta’Keria Carter is a graduate of Baker High School. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn and Shunda Carter. Ta’Keria will
attend Tuskegee University (Tuskegee, Alabama) where she will pursue a degree in Nursing.
Joseph Wells is a graduate of Vigor High School (Mobile, Alabama). He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Sharla Wells. Joseph
will attend The University of Southern Mississippi (Hattiesburg, Mississippi) where he will pursue a degree in Engineering.
Shamya Pinkney is a graduate of Monticello High School (Monticello, Arkansas). She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Quintin and
Patricia Pinkney. Shamya plans to attend Hendrix College in Conway, Arkansas where she will pursue a degree in Pre-Medicine.
Micah King s a graduate of Prattville High School (Prattville, Alabama). He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Tommy and LaTrina King.
Micah plans to attend The University Of Alabama-Tuscaloosa (Tuscaloosa, Alabama) where he will pursue a degree in Business Management.
Shalyn Harris is a graduate of Vigor High School (Mobile, Alabama). She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius and Pamela
Harris. Shalyn will attend Coastal Community College (Bay Minette, Alabama) where she will pursue a degree in Nursing.
Jordan McClinton is a graduate of Glynn Academy High School (Brunswick, Georgia). He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Xavier and
Vickie McClinton Jordan will attend Georgia Institute of Technology College (Atlanta, Georgia) where he will pursue a degree in Engineering.
Mobile County Training School (MCTS) ceased to function as a high school in 1970. However, the MCTS National Alumni Association
continues its historic legacy through community service. One of the goals of theAssociation is to provide scholarships to students who are
legacies of the students who attended the school.
The Mobile County Training School Scholarship Committee members are Dr. Washington Taylor, Mr. Charles Holloway, Mrs. Ruth
Ballard, Mrs. M. Deborah Roberson, Mrs. Irma Perine, Mrs. Daisy Porter, Ms. Barbara House, Ms. Loretta Donaldson, Mrs. Minnie Dewberry,
Mr. John Lilly, Mr. Douglas July, and Mr. Anderson Flen, National Association President.
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The Mobile County Training School Alumni Association
will host the
Annual All MCTS Reunion and Class of 1969 Golden Anniversary
on November 29th - December 1st
We Need You To Be An Investor of the MCTS Legacy!
Join the MCTS Alumni Association Today!
Calling all MCTS Alumni and Descendents
to join the Alumni Association.
Become A Lifetime or Legacy Member starting at $100. Visit www.mctswhippets.org today to join!

Would you like to be a MCTS Sponsor?

This Sponsorship will be a one year Sponorship.

Purchase
Africatown
A Day of Healing
T-shirts for $25
on the MCTS
Alumni Website
Visit
ww.mctswhippets.org
and click on the
MCTS Souvenirs page

Imani Badillo, Zimmy Chu, Zite Ezeh, Santiago Roman, and Olivia Vasquez
Oberlin College

Oberlin College’s work with Africatown over the last five years has included faculty, staff, and students that have expressed continuous
care and excitement in getting to know the Africatown community. Since 2014, we have worked with several organizations and community
members to build a strong, lasting relationship. Our work began with conducting community health surveys with Africatown residents, and
has grown into creating a digital archive to document the amazing oral history of the community — work that will be publicly available
generations into the future.
Collaborating with the Mobile County Training School Alumni Association allowed us to help document the school’s unique, vibrant history.
This work has been largely supported by Mr. Anderson Flen and Major Joe Womack, who have connected us with people interested in being
interviewed and supported us in a myriad of other ways as well.
Oberlin students continue to visit Africatown whenever possible, allowing us to introduce new students
to the project. We have also been able to build a growing network of resources for both Africatown and
Oberlin through these trips. This past year, Oberlin students visited in November 2018, and were able to
attend the 50th reunion for the MCTS Class of 1968. For students, the experience of attending the reunion
was unforgettable. To be in a room full of hundreds of alumni fifty years or more after their graduation
truly spoke to the incredible power and long-lasting community that Mobile County Training School
fostered. This trip, as well as the January 2019 visit, allowed us to conduct several interviews with MCTS
alums living in both Africatown and elsewhere, as well as with even more community members.
In March, we worked with MCTS principal Rashad Stallworth to discuss potential future collaborations
with MCTS students. During this trip, students also conducted several interviews with MCTS alums and
teachers. A few of these were even done with the help of a current high school student and Mobile County
Training School alum, which served as a beginning for intergenerational involvement, one of the goals for
the oral history project.
Our work with Africatown is a continuous subject of conversation at Oberlin College. This past April, a group of students who traveled to
Africatown in March worked with Major Joe and Mr. Flen to prepare a presentation for the college community. We were very excited to
welcome Major Joe and Mr. Flen to Oberlin, where they met with President Carmen Twillie Ambar and Vice President Donica Varner. The
presentation covered the history of Africatown, the effects of local industry on residents, and current efforts to document these stories in the
ongoing oral history project. With the goal of creating a digital archive of all the interviews, Oberlin students remain excited to listen and
watch these stories and this rich history of Africatown. By sharing this work with our campus, we are helping to share the community’s story
with others.
This summer, Oberlin is continuing to work on the oral history interviews recorded in the past year. While our past three visits have been
extremely successful in terms of recording and carrying out oral history interviews (we now have more than 30 collected), the project
currently has a backlog of work in order to prepare the interviews to post on the digital archive. Five students have been working on editing
the interviews, writing transcriptions that will be displayed along with the videos, and contacting the community historians to spotcheck the
written transcript and to help put together a biography that will express the diversity of people in the Africatown community. Once all of these
interviews are completed, we plan to publish this content onto the online Africatown Digital Archive.
This October, we will visit again during our Fall Break and continue to build relationships with organizations and members of the community.
On this trip, we are looking forward to showing the development of the archive to community members. For those interested, make sure to
contact Mr. Flen and Major Joe to set up a time, or please email our faculty advisor, Janet Fiskio, at jfiskio@oberlin.edu. We will also be
hoping to build up our relationship with students and youth in Africatown. In November, Prof. Fiskio and 4 students will attend the HBCU
Climate Conference in New Orleans, organized by the Deep South Center for Environmental Justice. Students will present a panel and poster
about Oberlin’s collaboration with Africatown.
Working with the MCTS community continuously highlights our visits to Africatown. Students, alum, administrators, and teachers (current and
former) have shown great kindness to Oberlin College in every visit we make. We have heard great stories both in our oral history interviews
and in our work with the community; this relationship is one that we work to maintain and grow as we share and save the deep history and
beautiful stories of this place for the future. We are incredibly grateful to learn about Africatown’s rich history, to help preserve it, and to
witness this powerful example of love and resilience in a community.
With great thanks and much love for the Whippets,
Imani Badillo
Zimmy Chu
Zite Ezeh
Santiago Roman
Olivia Vasquez
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The University of South Alabama: Engaging, Collaborating, and Supporting
By: Shannon Shelley-Tremblay
The University of South Alabama administration, faculty and staff are pleased to engage with the citizens of Africatown, explore future
collaborations, and support the efforts of Mobile County Training School Alumni Association and its numerous partners in working to
preserve the history of Africatown and forge a new path for the community. Over the course of the past several months, members of the USA
administration, faculty, and staff have had the opportunity to join with MCTS Alumni Association leaders and others from the Africatown
Community to learn about the many efforts underway, celebrate and honor the discovery of the Clotilda, and offer support for future efforts.
Below are some highlights of USA’s engagement over this spring and summer.
Africatown Community Tour
On April 29, 2019, USA President Tony Waldrop and numerous members of his leadership team, the
President of the Faculty Senate, Dr. Susan McCready, the Director of African American Studies, Dr.
Kern Jackson, and the Director of the Office of Community Engagement, Shannon Shelley-Tremblay,
and Faculty member Kimberly Pettway, joined Mr. Anderson Flen, Major Joe Womack, and Mrs.
Lorna Gail Woods for a walking/driving tour of Africatown. Tour attendees had the opportunity to
learn more about Africatown and to explore ways to support the community efforts and gain insight
that was “invaluable and inspiring.” Several of the attendees remarked on the significance of the
experience in helping them to better understand the rich history of the community and its local, state,
national, and international significance. One tour participant stated Africatown is a community that
is “rich in pride, rich in natural beauty, and rich in its shared sense of purpose.” Another member
of the group was both “humbled by the opportunity and concerned about the work that needs to be
done.”
The tour highlighted to the many opportunities for future collaboration between the Africatown
Community and the University. For example, “faculty students in Hospitality and Tourism, in
Museum Studies, in African-American Studies, and in many other disciplines might have a role to
Dr. Waldrop and Major Joe Womack play in sharing the Africatown story. Other faculty and students in other disciplines (civil and coastal
engineering, environmental science, health sciences, anthropology/sociology, public administration,
marketing) might also find mutually beneficial ways to partner with groups in Africatown.”
Clotilda Community Commemoration & Celebration
Numerous members of the USA faculty and staff were honored to attend the
Clotilda Community Commemoration and Celebration on May 30th at the Robert
Hope Community Center. Dr. Kern Jackson, Ms. Deborah Ferguson, and Dr. Jo’el
Lewis-Billingsley, all members of the USA faculty, played significant roles in the
important event. Ms. Ferguson served as the Mistress of Ceremony, Dr. Jackson
designed the program and handled many logistical needs, and Dr. Lewis-Billingsley
provided remarks on Community Memory.
Community Engaged Research and Opportunities Webinar
In effort to provide resources for those interested in future collaborations,
the USA Office of Community Engagement and the USA Office of Research
Communications, Development, and Learning jointly presented a webinar on
community engaged research and opportunities in Africatown on July 25th. The
webinar provided a framework and information to support future collaborative
efforts between Africatown community advocates and faculty at USA as they seek to
Dr. Tony Waldrop, Mr. Anderson Flen, and some members of the tour group. work together on research and community based projects in Africatown. The slides
and recording of the webinar available as a resource. Please reach out to Angela
Jordan of the Office of Research Communications, Development, and Learning at ajordan@southalabama.edu if you would like the slides and/
or a link to the webinar.
Vivian Figures
Alabama State Senator

Finley’s Black Heritage Tours

Louise Smith
MCTS Class of 1966
Iron Hand Brewing, LLC
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Flen Consultant
Grantwriting

Adaline Clark
Alabama State Representative

Spring Hill College Partnering with CHESS and MCTS Alumni Association
By: Erik Goldschmidt, Ph.D

The Foley Community Service Center of Spring Hill College will partner this academic year with
CHESS and the MCTS Alumni Association for a Fellowship in Civic Leadership program. A cohort
of Spring Hill College students under the leadership of Erik Goldschmidt, Ph.D. and Demetrius
Semien, Ph.D. will engage Africatown residents and community leaders to learn about the unique
and rich history of Africatown.
The Foley Center Fellows are students from a variety of majors and professional interests. They
will conduct community conversations and interviews to document the stories of Africatown, including its social, economic, and environmental
challenges, as well as the many opportunities that lie ahead. The Fellows will conclude the year with presenting what they learn to the community as well as at a national conference. The Fellowship in Civic Leadership program is supported by a grant from the David Mathews Center
for Civic which is aimed at supporting young people across Alabama in developing the skills, habits, and capacities to be effective community
leaders and positive change makers. This is a great opportunity for mutual learning during this exciting time. Keep an eye out for events to
share your stories of Africatown with the Spring Hill College students.

Reflections from GulfQuest
By: Michael Dow

As The City of Mobile’s former 16 year Mayor, as Executive Director representing our GulfQuest
Maritime Museum Board and someone who cares deeply for our entire city and region, I have given
great personal and professional thought to the recent Clotilda Slave Ship Discovery. In my personal
and professional attempts to learn and understand, I have worked hard to determine how the GulfQuest
Maritime Museum’s Board of Directors and its recently organized Clotilda Discovery committee, can
best organize, plan and legitimately support and include the incredible Clotilda Slave Ship Discovery
story and impacts in our Museum’s 340 years of education and showcasing of our regions Maritime
historic, cultural, political and economic significance.
Why the GulfQuest Maritime interest and involvement? This Discovery and its story is a major local
and international Maritime event and impact. As the GulfQuest Executive Director I want to be alert
and do my job to leverage and serve both GulfQuest and our city, county and region. I have sat and
listened in many coffees and community meetings. I have researched and conducted interviews with
legitimate and heartfelt parties in my personal and professional desire and efforts to determine how
GulfQuest can best form a sincere and meaningful partnership with the 110 and their Descendants and
the Africatown, Plateau and Prichard communities around The Clotilda Slave Ship Discovery and to
capture and tell the world its accurate and authentic story.
We must organize, plan and execute around The Clotilda Discovery to honor, create and globally showcase the authentic Clotilda story. This
is an international story of great human interest. It can and needs to be an inspirational and unifying event and project. First, we must create
humanitarian insights and awareness of the tragedy and suffering of the 110 human beings enslaved by this illegal slave trafficking voyage and
its lifetime impacts, honoring past and present descendants. Secondly, we are doing this to plan and create leveraged cultural, historic, political
and economic development impacts for the Africatown, Plateau and Prichard communities and its citizens.
How can we best capture the authentic Clotilda and Africatown story, its evil and tragic effects on other human beings. I am told that the 110
enslaved passengers crammed into the Clotilda’s cargo storage below decks, with Cudjo Lewis as their 19 year old leader, were all under 20
years of age? How can we respectfully and sincerely pay the highest of tribute and reconciliation to the 110 and their descendants (past and
present with us today)? How can we capture and leverage the multifaceted human interest, social and cultural, historic, political and economic
development impacts derived from this internationally significant maritime discovery and event? I have given this great though and have
some ideas for our small committed GulfQuest Clotilda committee to consider and to carefully and thoroughly advise our board as we engage
the effected communities to jointly develop and partner once we agree. The fundamental basis for a successful journey and experience for all
involved in the Clotilda Discovery impacts must be the integrity of all parties and must be grounded and based on truth, trust and relationships.
Serious and meaningful financial contributors must see fair and clear business driven goals, interest ideology and planning and the funders
must see a safe and legal implementation avenue for their entities public and/or private sector interest and funding.
Together we are embarking on this journey for our City and County of Mobile’s human interest, social and cultural, historic, political and
economic insights, awareness and our combined benefits and growth as one people. Our ultimate goal is to use this journey to create understanding, forgiveness, redemption, reconciliation for the 110, their descents both past and present, the Africatown, Plateau and Prichard effected
communities but also for our entire city and county as one people.
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Mission of the Africatown Healing Day Bell
The mission of the Africatown Healing Day Bell is to help
the world understand that, despite the inhumanity of slavery
as witnessed by the survivors of the Clotilda, together as
an eternally resilient community, we can excel and achieve
against all odds for justice and freedom.

Brickwork and Masonry
by George Jackson
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2019 has been a full packed year of things happening in the Africatown Community with more to come. Just to name a few:
February 2019

*We experienced the first Clotilda Young descendants Remembrance conference at MCTS Middle School
with
outstanding speakers.
*We hosted a Founders Day Black History motivation presentation with Leavie King,lll, the son of
Leavie King,
MCTS class of 1965 (Outstanding Speaker).
March 2019
*We hosted the annual Rev. Robert Hope homemade kite flying event.
May 2019
*The Clotilda was confirmed to be found and a National press conference was held at the Robert Hope
Center.
August 2019
*The first Annual Isaiah J. Whitley MCTS Legacy Awards luncheon was held at the Robert L. Hope
Community Center
*Africatown at Kidd Park- MCTSAA hosted the first swim-scuba divers program and presentation with
International African American divers donating their time.
*The 400 years Day of Healing Commemoration and Remembrance with 60 minutes and other media on
hand with a very diverse audience.
*Africatown Heritage Festival
October 12, 2019
*Africatown Blueway Connections Clotilda Under the Bridge Commemoration and Remembrance
November 29- December 2, 2019 *The All MCTSAA Reunion and 1969 50th Golden Anniversary
December 2, 2019
*UNESCO Middle Passage Port Marker Celebration
In addition to the above activities, so many other good things have been happening. We have visited and spoken at Colleges and Universities
around the country. We have been conducting workshops and tours for groups to understand and learn our story. Our goal is to revitalize,
preserve our history and reinvent the best of our community rituals. We are continuing to do video interviews for all interested people wanting
to share their story and reflections.
I was thinking about a gentleman in the Magazine /Plateau community that drank alcohol and walked around the community every day, never
bothering anyone. His name was Purcell. As a youth, Purcell was not a very positive person in my eyes. However, the older ladies in the
community looked out for Purcell with food and spoke of him in a favorable way. The thing that I never could understand as a child was why
Purcell would put on his Sunday suit and attend all funerals at the various churches in the community. I was always amazed at the fact that
Purcell would seem not to have had a drink doing the day of a funeral. He would have his suit, tie, and white shirt on and be very respectful of
the occasion.
I think a great deal about Purcell now. I realize that it was my lost not to have learned more about him. It was my lost not knowing his family
and where he lived. He had a mother and father. He was never a problem to anyone. Some of us young boys would pick on him, but the adults
and older children would chastise us for our actions. I think about Purcell every time when I visit Mobile, walking in Magazine Point. I think
about wanting to have a conversation with him. I would like to ask him so many questions. I want to believe Purcell had dreams as a child of
doing and being successful. What happened? Was it a combination from the inside and outside forces that changed his world from being more
productive for himself and the others.. Purcell had value, even if I could not recognize it at that time. Purcell shared compassion, and honor by
going to the funerals and respecting the final ceremony of life at death. He always respected everyone and never was trouble to anyone. I think
he would and could be helpful when asked.
Purcell and others must be remembered for they had value, and shared a love for the community and its people in their own way. Therefore,
it is my hope that I will find a family member of Purcell and they will be willing to share some of his story where we can record in the
Africatown story. It’s a story filled with love, hope and charity for all. It’s a story we should always strive to embrace and practice. It is a story
of the best of humanity.
This year has made me realize the importance of strong values. It is and never will be about stuff and things that are important. It must be
positive substance and unwavering values. Let us come together and do all we can, for as long as we can, to help make things better for all we
can.
Just wanted to share a memory. Please support the many things we are doing to help make a difference and share your memories.
Anderson Flen
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By: Mr. James N. Patterson Jr.
I am honored to serve as the MCTS principal. The faculty/staff are a dedicated and passionate group
of educators who are second to none. With the right resources, I truly believe our students can
flourish and accomplish anything they put their minds to. My goal is to make MCTS, once again, a
pillar in the Africatown community. I am compelled to share some of the items included in this goal.
It is imperative to make this educational institution attractive enough to draw all students within
the community and the surrounding communities as their school of choice. I am speaking of major
upgrades throughout the entire school that will not take away from the rich history and tradition that
this institution has built. I intend to equip every classroom with the latest technology to best fit the
needs of my students. After careful observation and a great deal of research, I feel the Apple iPads
will be the most beneficial for my students. I have allocated in my budget to purchase 90 iPads. We
need 100 more to have them in all core classrooms. I am hoping to have all iPads in by the end of
October to start my Apple Classroom initiative the 1st of November. These iPads have built in apps
(at no extra charge) that will allow my teachers to use unlimited educational programs of their choice
to keep every student engaged. There are also built-in filters, with the control of the teacher, to keep
students on task.
My students deserve the very best from myself, the faculty/staff, and the community. It is my belief
that when we all come together on one accord, nothing will be withheld from us.

Visit www.mctswhippets.org for more information and to donate.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
The World is Coming to Africatown
Hopefully, we all know the story of Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. I
call it the B and B Syndrome. That story has been a real truth killer for too many people
and communities. This Syndrome does not happen when great leadership is present. We
know great leadership does two things.
Know that the B and B Syndrome was never a part of my rearing in Africatown.
Rather, I was taught in Magazine Point and Plateau by some of the wisest, hardest
working men and caring women in the world. I see many of their faces today in my
mind. They taught me to take personal responsibility for defining what life means to
me. They taught me to take personal responsibility for developing the career success
competencies I need to succeed. Also, to take personal responsibility for building and
nurturing strong lasting relationships of integrity that will help create success beyond
today and into the legacy of my descendants. So, when my name is called let it represent excellence in every way with honor.
I am proud to know we have partners that have shown total respect for our community and its people.
These partners have shown what true leadership is all about. Partners, for example, the Alabama
Historical Commission who are working to showcase, protect and enhance the community assets
and landmarks. They are making sure that we are equally at the decision table in tangible ways.
Partnerships with the National Black Scuba Divers and Diving with a Purpose group that have brought
Black international divers to our community to share and train our youth in the arts and sciences of
the scuba world of water. The National Park Service (RCTA) who is helping to reconnect our rich
culture back to the water (Blueway) from the Old Baptism place. Reconnecting to fishing, hunting,
the Clotilda landing and other locations. We have strong working partnerships with major Colleges and
Universities namely Oberlin College, Mississippi State University, Penn State University, Michigan
State University, Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) who have come to the table with
integrity, resources and transparency. We are being showcased and promoted by the Smithsonian
African American museum as a community of importance in the history of this country. We have been
selected as a Middle Passage UNESCO
site that places us on the international
map as a place of prominence. We have a grand champion in Senator Vivian
Figures. She has become from day one, our most vocal political ally on the
State and National stage. We have Commissioner Merceria Ludgood, our most
consistent local champion, and State Representative Adeline Clark always at
our table. In addition, Senator Doug Jones memorialized the discovery of the
Clotilda in Senate Resolution.
Yes, there are some major key local political absentees that seem to be caught in
the Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, Nobody B and B Syndrome. However, we
will continue to extend the open hand of friendship welcoming them to the table.
I pray that they come soon on board with actions that embrace a servant leader
spirit.
We have an opportunity to make a fantastic difference in preserving our community’s history while shaping its future in three core areas:
Education, Economics, and the Environment. The MCTS Alumni Association has and will continues to play a major role in the direction of this
historical moment and movement. However, we need the help of everyone to join, tell your story, share your talents, give a little time, and offer
resources. We need people and partners with integrity, passion and the desire to see justice served to and for this community.
We all know that life is full of choices. It has been said that choices are represented by one
of three actions. Those actions being; one can make things happen, watch things happen
or wonder what has happened. Too many of us are continuing to wondering what has
happened. I strongly encourage each of you to get involved to help make things happen.
Your involvement must be your choice, not your friend or family member’s choice, but
your choice.
Let us not come to the final day of our time with regrets and disappointments. Let us not
fail to do something we care about, because we were waiting for someone to tell us it was
okay to help ourselves preserve and tell our story, and do the right thing.

The world is knocking on our door. Will you answer the door with us? It’s
your choice.
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